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E Abstract

Law enforcement on the non-smoker’s
health protection act in public places.
The objective of this research were : 1)
to study outcomes from enforcing
smoking bans in every indoor public place
2) to study the perception of stakehold-
ers and concerned officials responsible
for enforcing anti-smoking law. This

research employed questionnaire,
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interview and observation forms to
collect data from 107 key informants in
37 locations inside Bangkok Metropolis,
consisting of 64 selected samples, and
people running errands in the public
places. Another 35 informants selected
from those working outdoor in the open
areas, business entrepreneurs and
stores owners, including 8 official
workers in the public places.

The findings revealed that 62.50
percent of people and those running
errands in the public places perceived
regulations or health protection
measures for non-smokers. All of them
or 100 percent followed anti-smoking law
diligently, whereas only 43.75
percent were aware of public places as
non-smoking areas. As for enforcing
anti-smoking law, so far none had been
apprehended or fined. Therefore, the
anti-smoking law should be strictly
enforced, especially in the public places.
For those working in the public places,
business entrepreneurs, stores owners,
7714 percent of them were well aware
and perceived regulations or health pro-
tection measures for non-smokers. Total
91.43 percent had known about smoke-

free areas, and 81.25 percent mostly

‘ 13-1045(001-022).indd 4

learned from the advertised billboards.
Regarding the impacts from enforcing
laws, it was found that smoking bans
had not been seriously enforced. There-
fore, anti-smoking law should be the main
focus with serious enforcement and
heavy penalties on those breaking the
law. As for the responsible officers, all
of them or 100 percent perceived regula-
tions or health protection measures for
non-smokers. For enforcing anti-smoking
law, the findings revealed that some of-
ficers had practiced certain rules, such
as self-warning, informing the caretakers
of public places to strictly apply the warn-
ings. The majority of officers had never
received any complaints on smoking in
the prohibited areas. For those who re-
ceived complaints earlier, they had kept
the record and passed the case to the
officers in charge. On the impacts, prob-
lems or obstacles from enforcing anti-
smoking law, the findings revealed that
most officers in charge had no absolute
authority to pass the judgment. All they
can do is to file petitions against violators
so that the police officer could proceed
with the case. In addition, there was
inadequate public relations budget to

disseminate true knowledge because the
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problems were viewed as insignificance.
As for the effectiveness in enforcing
anti-smoking law, since the law itself had
been amended quite often, the officers
in charge should be well trained on up-
dated information, so the public could
be correctly informed on regular basis
as well as making the anti-smoking law

strictly enforceable.

E Research

Recommendation

1. The active campaign had to be
arranged to inform the public and the
officers in charge on different rules
relevant to smoking prohibition on public
places, such as regulated non-smoking
areas.

2. Promote all levels of public par-
ticipation in each community to em-
power people in fighting against the
danger of smoking, as well as build up
the mechanisms to prevent and monitor
those risky groups and potential
smokers, and provide knowledge related
to enforcing anti-smoking law.

3. The government officials should
strictly enforce the law and apprehend

the violator immediately.

Journal of Thai Justice System Vol.2 May - August 2013

4. The anti-smoking law had to be
strictly, actively and continuously
enforced, including the development of
mechanisms for effective control, such
as , establishing the specific enforcement
unit to apprehend, impose penalties
without delay, as well as handle
complaints, occasionally inspect the
business establishments to prevent the
law violations.

5. Empower the officers in charge to
apprehend the violators without filing the
petition, instead informing the police
officer to arrest and impose penalties.

6. Impose social sanction on the
violator instead of applying criminal
penalties.

7. There should be the incentives
for the officers who enforced the law
effectively, such as, set up reward from
the penalties and fix amount of penalties.

8. Decentralize power among the
local officers so they could impose
penalties on the violators.

9. Increase penalties on those vio-
lated non-smoking law in the smoke-free
areas, including the business entrepre-

neurs and the caretakers.

Keyword: Law enforcement / The
non-smokers’ health protection act /

Public places
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